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LITERARY GUILD—MARCH SELECTION 


Marquand, John Sincerely, Willis Wayde 
Little, Brown. Feb. 24, 1955. $3.95. 

Willis Wayde was fifteen years age when his mother 
brought him Clyde, factory town Massachusetts, 
join his father who had left job Colorado before 
them work plant engineer Henry Harcourt’s 
Belting Mill. The Waydes were live the garden 
house the Harcourt estate—a situation which Cyn- 
thia Wayde resented putting them under the domi- 
nation the Harcourts, she wanted beholden 
would have preferred living elsewhere 
town with larger salary for Alf. Alf Wayde was 
independent spirit, feeling himself the equal any 
man his confident mastery machine engineering, 
happy his work long presented problems 
solved, but quickly bored any long-established 
routine. was who had persuaded Henry Harcourt 
buy the Klaus patents which improved Harcourt 
Belting; but stayed long did with Harcourt 
only give Willis enough unbroken years complete 
education that had been, previously, caught here 
and there they had moved from place place. But 
Alf could not understand Willis’ lack his own en- 
thusiasm for machinery and his own skill engineering 
mathematics. began suspect that Willis might 
become, put him more than one occa- 
sion, son-of-a-bitch.” 


Nothing his former experience had prepared young 
Willis for the impression the Harcourt family and the 
Harcourt estate made upon him. was bright and 
handsome, somewhat awkward and taciturn boy 
the time. But was quick learn what interested 
him and impressed him; or, not quick, least dogged 
his determination. developed admiration 
amounting hero-worship for old Henry Harcourt, 
who, for his part, recognized the boy’s latent ability and 
loyalty and marked him early for training close 
assistant. Willis was soon accepted almost mem- 
ber the Harcourt family; old Henry—a clever and 
deceptively strong leader enterprise—and later 
the second wife married; the outspoken Bess and 
genial Bill, children Henry’s son, Bryson; the 
servants, and almost the swans the ornamental 
pond before the “Big House” which Henry’s father had 
built granite pseudo-Gothic style. 


With Henry’s assistance, Willis went through Harvard 
Business School with enviable record after had 


graduated from Boston University and summers work- 
ing various parts the Harcourt Mill. And again 
with Henry’s assistance and guidance, Willis moved 
quickly through the ranks Harcourt Mills 
special office Henry’s personal assistant. From Henry 
Harcourt, Willis learned great deal which helped 
make him what became: learned remember 
names, take personal interest people associated 
with working for him, observant and take 
thought before acting, plan for the future. But there 
were others from whom learned other things that 
contributed molding the Willis Wayde who even- 
tually was move Harcourt Mills and then move 
higher place and shut Harcourt down forever. 

What this reviewer finds amazing, (in spite of, be- 
cause and beyond the skill presenting fully 
rounded personality, Mr. Marquand has proved 
Point Return, Melville Goodwin, USA, more 
even than The Late George Apley and Pul- 
ham Esquire) the seemingly artless ability Mr. Mar- 
quand has the portrayal character, the inner 
and outer man, developing amid the circumstances 
that conspire shape and set the way goes and 
grows. Willis Wayde not merely described; 
grows, his personality individual develops, 
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shaped and hardened into mature end product; and 
that with effortless art that continually fascinates 
because continually reveals. There kind 
suspense this, other Marquand novels, which 
derives from this process growth rather than from 
the events related. 


Willis Wayde becomes industrial power, 
millionaire, powered shrewd and even brilliant 
industrial intelligence; smooth with acquired ease 
dealing with other business men; armored cultural 
clichés. prides himself upon his sincerity, his 
loyalty; thinks himself example “the 
American tells himself will “always have 
warm spot his heart” for many the people, the 
places, the institutions which outgrows and discards 
with real regret. may even considered 
some rather savage caricature the “typical 
tycoon,” the self-made man who rather disastrous 
human being because self-made, not patterned 
after God’s image. But that, seems me, would 
mistaken interpretation Mr. Marquand’s intent. 
Willis Wayde claims the sympathy his wife Sylvia, 
even though she disagrees with much his attitudes. 
has charm that rooted his stupidity more 
than his business ability. For all his mental brilli- 
ance the fields management and administration, 
the kind man who doggedly reads through Dr. 
Eliot’s Five-foot Shelf Books fifteen minutes per 
day until has wormed his way through “the best 
books”; who does his ten minutes setting-up exercises 
each morning stimulate digestion and muscle tone; 
who sprinkles wheat germ over his tomato juice and 
takes saccharine with his coffee; who fancies himself 
Martini-mixer; who serious about his golf game 
and tennis and swimming the Australian crawl way; 
who ponderously casual writing little “business- 
social” notes wide-spread network “contacts,” 
chatty little reminders good times convention 
mingled with inquiries for the health the family 
his dear friend, and signed “Sincerely, Willis Wayde.” 
the man who not only has instinct for govern- 
ing, but has studiously acquired habits thorough 
planning and relentless prosecution his plans; in- 
spired ambition possess which assures 
himself the need provide security for his family. 
There much that admirable and much that 
horrible this ruthless portrait Willis Wayde. 
Willis Wayde, Mr. Marquand has written inter- 
pretation “big business” that will enduring 
contribution the history our times. should 
leading contender for the Pulitzer prize and cap- 
stone recommendation for the Nobel prize. 


Grady, 
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van der Post, Laurens Flamingo Feather 
Morrow. Feb. 16, 1955. 341p. $3.95. 

boy not many years ago recall having traveled 
with Clive India under the guidance Mr. Henty. 
Not since Indian journeys have thoroughly 
enjoyed adventure Flamingo Feather. 


Flamingo Feather excellent novel entertain- 
ment. Short character development 


Best 


abundant supply color, strange lands, dark 
ies, Communist plots, murder, heroic deeds and noble 
virtue, this tale modern Africa could well become 
classic its kind. 


Laurens van der Post, South African Dutch descent 
now residing England, has written tale great 
imagination and action. The cooperative reader soon 
carried away the African scene thrilling chase 
which initially after murderer one African 
native but which becomes frantic attempt prevent 
the murder two million whites 
native uprising. recite the fantastic events 
point out the reliance instinct and coincidence in- 
stead logic and character development would 
distort well-written piece escapist literature. 
van der Post far more than pulp writer, for his 
style has polish and times poetical overtone that 
remove these rational defects obstacles sheer 
pleasure. The only objection this reader encountered 


was excessive richness style describing various 
scenes nature, but this quickly gave way par- 
ticipation the reader, participation part induced 
this richness detail professionally presented. 


This book deserves wide audience among those who 
enjoy imaginative adventure when coupled with highly 
skilled craftsmanship. suitable for adults 
well adolescents, Flamingo Feather especially 
recommended those charge selecting books that 
give the rare treasure pure pleasure for other 
readers. 
Joseph Maloney, 
Political Philosophy, 
Fordham University, 
Bronx 58, New York 


Moinot, Pierre The Royal Hunt 
Knopf. Feb. 21, 1955. 247p. $3.50. 


The events The Royal Hunt take place inside 
narrow little world—and though most the inhabi- 
tants that little world come from larger one and 
must back it, though their personalities echo deeds 
and passions from outside, still the area is, for the 
length this book, effectively and happily sealed off. 
Henri, the bashful cynic, and Philippe, the tragic young 
sufferer, come from the outside Henri’s mountain- 
side forest; they hunt poachers and deer and they cross 
the track young woman who lives the forest 
but who hates because filled with killing and 
with the spirit the chase. Philippe confused 
the passions love the hunt and love the girl— 
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HEADLINERS 


Book and Classification Author and Review 


View from Pompey’s Head (IIb) Basso Nov. 
Love Eternal Stone 

Time for Sergeants Hyman 
Katherine (IIb) Seton 
Hadrian’s Memoirs Yourcenar 
Not Stranger (IIb) Thompson 
Brother’s Keeper (IIb) Davenport 
Gann 
Yerby 
Patton 


Pray for Brave Heart 
Soldier Fortune (IIb) 
Benton’s Row (IV) 

Good Morning, Miss Dove (I) 


The Power Positive Thinking 
Gertrude Lawrence Mrs. Aldrich 
Abraham Lincoln (Ila) Sandburg 
Treadmill Oblivion Allen 

Cry Tomorrow (IIb) Roth 


emotions which finds curiously intertwined—and 
the sensitivity his own wounded spirit which cannot 
healed hunting while torn human love 
that does not understand. The young girl, Héléne, 
struggles desperately against her beloved’s passion for 
the chase; she willing settle for temporary victory 
because is, for the time being, complete. 


The story could banal but not because the 
author sure and deft handling his theme. Héléne 
with her dread, Philippe with his confusion, Henri 
with his odd strength and altruistic love for his friend, 
are all made real that their experiences have vital 
interest. Any reader, matter how much stranger 
the pleasures hunting, matter how indifferent 
the anxieties and exultations hunter’s life, apt 
swept along his story. The mocd the 
novel gentle and powerful. 


Moinot takes the hunter’s world for granted. hur- 
ries the reader into, and makes apologies for, its 
intensity and isolation. gives this world 
strange, silent, almost dream-like beauty; the 
beauty stays though this world violence. The 
meaning the hunter’s world may obscure many 
the inhabitants but there must meaning, and 
Moinot seems have caught it. trying not 
explain the mystique the chase but give some 
obvious hints its nature—or, rather, clarify greatly 
the hints that are implicit the hunter’s conduct. 
Moinot’s story goes lame him only once: the con- 
clusion the hunt makes the great stag too pathetic 
victim. 


This translation reads well. obviously transla- 
tion and the disciplined reticence which common- 
place French description and narration sometimes 
seems sketchiness when reduced English. The 
conventional exposition early the book, with occa- 
sional interjections Philippe break Henri’s long 
seems sound more awkward English 
than would French. These little flaws are prob- 
ably inescapable. 

Henri strange but credible character; way, 


much like young Marlow She Stoops Conquer 
roué among strangers but bashful the presence 


Boucher Leinster Brooks 
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women whom respects. His detailed presentation 
his own attitude towards women warrants reserving 
this book mature readers. 


William Hill, 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Boucher, Anthony, Ed. 
The Best from Fantasy and Science Fiction 
Doubleday. Jan. 1955. 250p. $3.50. 


This annual collection reprints represents supposedly 
the choicest items from science fiction magazine “con- 
spicuous for its high literary standards and uninhibited 
editorial policy.” least, says the blurb and 
this reviewer would tend agree the lack in- 
hibition since matter going somewhat farther than just 
verging the pornographic has been included two 
the stories. Otherwise many the items are little 
gems and may enjoyed the aficionado well 
the uninitiated. Most the items are fantasy rather 
than science fiction. The collection suitable for 


adults. 

Leinster, Murray Space Tag 
Pocketbooks. Dec. 1954. 154p. $0.25. 


This sequel Space Platform and continues the 
story Joe Kenmore and his crew who had earlier 
moved the first space platform into position and who 
are now engaged ferrying supplies, the face 
enemy opposition, build stock for the first trip 
the moon. The trip completed successfully. 
story basic rocketry suitable for all. 


Brooks, Van Sloan: Painter’s Life 
Dutton. Feb. 21, 1955. 246p. $5.00. 

Writing Helen Sloan, widow the artist, Van Wyck 
Brooks expresses his gratitude for the skill and care 
evident her arrangement John Sloan’s papers. 
Mr. Brooks decries his lack knowledge technical 
aspects painting and the art-critic’s language, and 
attempts tell plain story. one would have ap- 
preciated his use the prime source material and the 
non-critical language more than the artist himself, for 
John Sloan was one work plainly and “push” 
things through slow completion. Sloan would have 
appreciated the plain tale, for his inherent simplicity 
character would instinctively demand straight- 
forward presentation. 


The book makes delightful reading. One introduced 
tremendously exciting period American painting 
through the actions and opinions Sloan himself, for 
Mr. Brooks allows “John speak for himself” most 
occasions. 


life span eighty years (1871-1951), Sloan lives 
the artist’s life, mostly New York City. There are 
the early years newspaper artist and illustrator; 
the excitement artistic “give-and-take” with Robert 
Henri, George Luks, Everett Shinn, William Glackens 
and the others who become known the “Eight,” 
the “Ashcan School”; the exhibition the “Eight” 
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the Macbeth Gallery 1908 resulting the sale 
seven pictures, none Sloan! 


The reader feels the impression made American 
painting the Armory Show 1913, Sloan’s years 
teaching the Art Students’ League, his book, 
Gist Art (1938), collection remarks delivered 
class during the decades preceding publication. 


The illustrations (in black and white) are carefully 
chosen and exhibit the favorite “Sloans.” Included are 


“Wake the Ferry,” “The Hay-Market,” “Sixth Ave- 


nue and Thirteenth Street,” “Pigeons,” “McSorley’s 
Bar.” Only the date the picture appears with the 
title each instance. Scholars might like know the 
location each picture. 


reading Mr. Brooks’ book, one has the pleasant feel- 
ing familiarity. The style akin that his other 
books, and the scholarship satisfying without becom- 
ing academic. The reader advised not omit giving 
careful attention the footnotes, which contain many 
delightful comments. 


The index index persons. not espe- 
cially important feature the book, and most readers 
will not consult it. perchance one looks ‘Peale, 
Charles Willson” page 245, will directed 
page 313! The book contains two hundred forty-six 
pages! page 244, the inquisitive delver into indexes 
will find instead “Mondrian.” 


The book highly recommended those who wish 
understanding American painting during the first 
half the present century, and especially the first two 
decades. delightful envisage the era through 
the eyes John Sloan, the artist, result subtlety 
presentation the part Van Wyck Brooks, the 


author. 
Lawrence Mann, 
University Scranton 


Jackson, Joyce Jackson’s Guide Dating 
Prentice-Hall. Feb. 1955. 171p. $2.95. 


Here slender little volume which rather adequately 
lives the jacket blurbs about its contents. While 
difficult fully agree with the statement that the 
book contains “all you need know about teen age 
dating,” nonetheless there enough material presented 
justify the reading. 


The entire content the book devoted the prob- 
lem dating from the viewpoint the teen age girl. 
Such topics are discussed how difficult girl should 
make for boy obtain date, topics for discussion 
date, dressing for dates, pick-up dates, going steady, 
relationships with parents, tests love, etc. 
these topic headings there detailed break- 
own. 


There much recommend this the first 
place written warm and interesting fashion. 
There writing down writing the reader. 
The examples used are good, well chosen and sensibly 
presented. addition there some very good ma- 
terial the matter religiously mixed marriages, with 
the pitfalls, strengths and weaknesses objectively and 
intelligently presented. What unusual about this 
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presentation that the author not afraid ashamed 
mention the fact God, and His existence and His 
importance the life the young girl and her 
tual marriage. view the studious avoidance 
this topic many other writers this makes the book 
unique. 


This book can recommended not only teen agers 
but also parents and others working with them. 
may very likely help the older persons regain some 
perspective the problems involved the age old 


story dating. 
John Baldi, 


Chairman, 
Department Social Sciences, 
University Scranton 


Early, Eleanor Washington Holiday 
Prentice-Hall. Feb. 21, 1955. 305p. $3.95. 


This Washington Confidential for the proper visi- 
tor. The “traditions and secrets” the capital city 
are the distinctive feature this guide book, and one’s 
fondness for such “tidbits” who-made-which-dress- 
for-which-President’s-wife will determine whether this 
the proper guidebook for the proper visitor. 


advertised, this probably more suitable for the 
armchair traveler who more willing than the pilgrim 
soak desultory, and often inappropriate, back- 
ground information. Aside from the fact that through- 
out the book the author’s not easy chattiness pre- 
dominates, one-fifth devoted exclusively gossip 
about the presidents’ first ladies and the “private 
government girls. 


While Washington Holiday might quasi informative 
reading for home consumption, not the book 
take you are going Washington. Read beforehand, 
might supplement the free publications the Board 
Trade and Capital Transit. But for one sensitive 
style writing the weight ideas, might 
spoil the trip advance. The best advice that the 
prospective puchaser should read few pages ran- 
dom; then, they suit, buy. 


Doris Maguire, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


Griswold, Erwin The Fifth Amendment Today 
Harvard University Press. Jan. 28, 1955. $2.00. 


The reprinting these three lectures Dean 
wold great service, even those who might dis- 
agree part with his conclusions. Here have the 
fruit careful thinking outstanding legal mind, 
grappling with some the crucial problems our day. 
The task chosen the author reconcile our needs 
for security, legality, and freedom. feels that cer- 
tain our methods for obtaining security imperil the 
other two imperatives our civilization. 


The two longer lectures the trilogy deal with the 
Fifth Amendment our Constitution. The other, 
entitled “Per legem terrae,” treats legality and the 
investigative process Congressional committees. 
this reviewer, the lecture comes off 
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title traced the Magna Charta, which the barons 
insisted that even the king must rule under law. 


This magnificent concept developed briefly, without 
reference the great passages Aquinas, Suarez, and 
Bellarmine the subject. Nor does the author advert 
the magisterial work the Carlyle brothers, tracing 
this concept throughout the medieval tradition. But 
does note its deep roots our common law. With 
great saneness applies the work Congres- 
sional committees. While more recently publicized 
procedures irk him, does not spare the excesses 
earlier committees the Twenties and Thirties. 


When treating the Fifth Amendment, Dean Gris- 
wold again reaches into history and shows the trans- 
cendent importance the clause dealing with self- 
incrimination. these grounds, have quarrel 
with him. shows how our courts rightly have ex- 
tended this clause from literal application exclusively 
criminal trials broader interpretation which in- 
cludes any process which might ultimately lead 
prosecution the accused. shows that may 
properly invoked Congressional hearings, even 
though these are not inquiries directed toward criminal 
prosecution. 

Thus far his treatment good, the best tradition 
law and American ideals freedom. But his sure pen 
seems slip, layman may pardoned for criticiz- 
ing eminent lawyer, when faces the question 
witnesses who plead the Fifth Amendment Con- 
gressional investigations about Communism. 


The author confronts the dilemma that witness using 
the Fifth Amendment such cases either guilty 
the implied charge, lying asserting that truthful 
answer would incriminating. gives examples 
show that witness may rightly invoke the Fifth 
Amendment without, fact, being guilty crime. 


cites college teacher, formerly Communist, who 
drifted away from the Party and was completely alien- 
ated the Korean War. Such man might fear 
prosecution under the Smith Act. But surely the 
man had completely broken 1950, the statute 
limitations would have run the date the lecture 
(1954). Actually the witness was trying avoid dis- 
grace, naming accomplices other similar results 
not protected the Fifth Amendment. 


His second example even poorer. This man was 
associated with Communist fronts, but not member 
the Party. fears prosecution “member 
the communist conspiracy.” Such fears must dis- 
missed fanciful, unless the author can cite parallel 
cases persons who have actually been pro- 
secuted such far-fetched grounds. 


What the author appears aiming much 
more solid position. Had stated bluntly that past 
and repented Communist associations, having perti- 
current security problems, should not dug 
investigating committees, few moderate persons 
would disagree with him. But does not prove his case 
stated it. Granted that innocent persons may use 
the Fifth Amendment criminal cases—lawyers can 
cite cases when this might happen—one still skeptical 
over the alleged use this Amendment non-Com- 
munists before Congressional hearings. This reviewer 
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was not convinced. But, apart from this quarrel, the 


commended. 
John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 


Maritain, Jacques and Raissa 

The Situation Poetry 
Translated from the French Marshall Suther. 
sophical Library. Jan. 1955. $2.75. 
Jacques and Raissa Maritain are not newcomers the 
field writing the outstanding contemporary 
defender Thomistic philosophy and she essay- 
ist and poet. this little volume which transla- 
tion from the French “Situation poésie” both 
authors examine poetry distinctive human activity 
and view from the purely philosophical angle. 


Raissa contributed two essays, one “Sense and Non- 
Sense Poetry” and the other “Magic, Poetry, and 
Mysticism.” the first essay she proves conclusively 
that poetry all its forms seeks liberate substantial 
experience, that peaceful, tranquil concentration 
all the energies the soul and that the mind once 
reinvigorated, enters into happy activity. the 
second essay, she points out that the search for magical 
powers has been perpetual temptation for poets, 
fallacious seduction” which has led many into blind 
alley. Nerval overcame but only through 
his will; Rimbaud escaped only renouncing poetry 
itself. This magic gate cannot forced except 
order enter into God’s house that the devil. 
Beaudelaire and Poe sought “no other alchemy than the 
power words.” Truly, poetry has magic power 
except convey all hidden realities which the poet 
has experienced. Mysticism means that the poet has 
discovered Kingdom greater than the world. These 
two essays, although well translated, cannot read 
sitting. They both are filled with food for thought. 


The second part made two essays Jacques 
Maritain: “Concerning Poetic Knowledge” and “The 
Experience the Poet.” Both the essays are deeply 
philosophical. Maritain states that “the end art 
such not know but produce create.” 
Poetic knowledge him means “knowledge which 
not expressed ideas and judgments, but which 
rather experience than knowledge, and creative experi- 
ence, for wants expressed, and expressible 
only work.” The poet who interested poetic 
knowledge for itself ceases create. the mere act 
becoming conscious itself, destroys poetry. 
“Poetic knowledge not fully conscious except the 
work made; does not completely attain consciousness 
except the work—in the work which other ways 
materializes and disperses some way order 
bring back into new unity, that the thing posed 
being.” Maritain has thought deeply, read widely, 
considered carefully—in line with his Aristotelean and 
St. Thomas’ background—on the subject creativity 
(the act itself). His conclusions are sound and hard 
controvert. 


The second essay “The Experience the Poet” 
much more metaphysical than the one just discussed. 
The poetic experience the line “of making 
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creation.” frankly states that “there poem 
without poetic experience” but that “there can 
poetic experience with poem” and adds “al- 
though there not poetic experience without the secret 
germ poem, however tiny be.” Again the whole 
idea based the contention Maritain that poetic 
experience tends one end “creation.” the second 
part this essay “Existence and subjectivity” comes 
around the same idea that poetic experience 
“knowledge which not for knowing, but from its very 
beginning and its essence, for producing and creat- 
regard the “Poetic Knowledge and the 
sign” the same idea expressed: “It toward crea- 
tion that this poetic experience concludes 
that “only through and the object, through and 
sensible signs which the object abounds, that 
the terminus the poetic operation the content the 
poetic experience finally manifested and known 
express and communicable way.” 


These are magnificent essays—sad that they were not 
translated before this keeping with the scho- 
lastic views art but very modern. They are not for 
the layman however. One must know the language 
philosophy and criticism order follow Raissa 
mystic) and Jacques deep Thomist) Maritain. 


excellent translation difficult work. Marshall 
Suther has rendered excellent English the situation 
poetry viewed two outstanding philosophers. 


Leon Baisier. Ph.D., K.S.G., 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Household, Geoffrey Fellow Passenger 
Little, Brown. Feb. 21, 1955. 271p. $3.50. 


The uninhibited adventures Claudio Howard-Wol- 
ferstan, who set out from his home Ecuador 
retrieve treasure his father had hidden the chimney 
attic fireplace Moreton-Intrinseca, the “ances- 
tral seat” the Howard-Wolferstans, and ran smack 
into covey atomic scientists now quartered the 
house, fell into police hands spy, escaped bilk- 
ing the communists, and then had escape from them, 
makes some the gayest reading have come upon 
many moons. Claudio British citizen, for all his 
residence Ecuador; his father had married wealthy 
lady there and had never returned his native land; 
but had had the foresight send his quick-witted 
son Oxford, that Claudio knew his way around 
and about England, though much preferred 
Ecuador. 


would grace author reader reveal the 
intricacies cleverly worked out tale; suffice 
say that there enough logic keep the whole thing 
spinning credibly and swiftly. romance 
like this rare; only the British seem able construct 
such card-castles with deft skill that, retrospect, 
one thinks kind sleight-of-hand; and only 
few Britishers are masters the art. Those who re- 
member back almost twenty years will, perhaps, recall 
Mr. Household’s Rogue Male, dead-serious story 
hunter tracking down dictator for purpose assassi- 
nation. More recently has proven himself one 
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the better hairbreadth adventure tellers with Rough 
Shoot and Time Kill. But, again almost two decades 
ago, also published collection short stories, most- 
located South and Central America, under the 
title The Salvation Pisco Gabar and Other Stories, 
This latest work happily marries the spirit Pisco 
Gabar with that Rogue Male; and the issue the 
union very attractive indeed. Adult readers will find 
much chuckle over while they follow the steps 
young Howard-Wolferstan through some ofthe giddiest 
situations imaginable. 


Grady, 


University Scranton 


Graves, Robert Homer’s Daughter 
Doubleday. Jan. 1955. 283p. $3.95. 


Robert Graves delights reconstructing the life 
other ages, and delights taking bold stand: ego 
vero contra. Homer’s Dauzhter reclaims Samuel 
Butler’s theory that the Odyssey was put into its final 
form woman, the princess Nausicaa, and exposes, 
the form novel, his conception the manner 
which the epic was planned and composed. The 
result piece fiction which will bore many readers 
but may well fascinate those who have dilettante in- 
terest antiquity. Scholars who chance upon the 
volume will probably either amused exasperated: 
their reactions will vary with their tastes and tempera- 
ments. 


According this reconstruction, lived 
through many events which were similar those nar- 
rated the Odyssey; some her own experiences 
Nausicaa incorporated into the epic, others she used 
help her understand and interpret the ancient tales 
which formed the groundwork her 
father, King Alpheides, rules his Sicilian kingdom 
shrewdly but parsimoniously. loved—or, least, 
respected—by the people but despised the nobles. 
The king’s son and heir, Laodamas, has disappeared; 
set out quest necklace for his wife and never 
returned. Nausicaa surmises—correctly, later events 
prove—that has met with foul play. When the 
king goes search his son, the nobles lay ambush 
make sure that the king will never return; they kill 
the regent appointed the king and, suitors for the 
hand Nausicaa, invade the royal palace. The throne 
saved for the king Aethon, stranger who 
tually cousin the queen; washed the shore 
from shipwreck, lives hiding with the swineherd 
until the time comes for him lead small but brave 
and loyal band the slaying the suitors. 


Most the incidents the novel are obviously adapted 
from the Odyssey; the atmosphere, far Graves can 
make so, that very ancient Greek civilization 
Western Sicily. The question might well arise: why 
should one bother read Homer’s Daughter when the 
Odyssey itself easily accessible anyone who in- 
may said way answer that there 
some amusement derived from this rather 
skillful adaptation old tales, and there some profit 
gained from watching human ingenuity work 
old material; and out his material Graves 


MARCH 


structs 
some 
life-in-a 
Mr. 
piece 
which 
his 
opinion 
scholars 
blind 
brash 
woul 
pleasan 
sibility. 
deal 
time 
rant res 


Macmill 
This 
west, 
and cot 
tury, 
backgro 
acter 
crosses 
especial 
his 
also, 
thos 
dice 
and sta 
that 
yet dev 
tween 

with 
interest 
who 
all 
woman 
her 
This 
who 
who 
take 
human 
who 
done. 

People 
interest 
live 


SELLERS 


Rough 
decades 
Most- 
der the 
Stories, 
Pisco 
the 
find 


life 
nd: ego 
Samuel 
manner 
The 
readers 
the 
erated: 


lived 
used 
tales 

Her 
least, 
nobles. 
peared; 
never 
events 
the 
kill 
for the 
throne 
shore 
neherd 
brave 


dapted 
yes can 
tion 
why 
the 
in- 
there 
rather 
profit 
work 


1955 


fairly interesting narrative, though, inevitably, 
passages read like pages out standard works 


Mr. Graves’ introduction his novel unfortunate 
work; there that sets forth the thesis 
which has annoying way obtruding itself upon 
his narrative; there that sets forth the strange 
opinion that for Samuel Butler’s contemporaries, the 
the 1890’s, Homer was necessarily both 
blind and bearded”; there that answers with 
brash confidence questions which confound the learned. 
would have been wiser introduce the story 
pleasant but extravagant elaboration tenuous pos- 
sibility. 

dealing with sex, the narrative Nausicaa shows 
considerable restraint, even delicacy, but from time 
time there some pagan bluntness—enough war- 
rant reserving this novel mature readers. 

William Hill, 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Campbell, Patricia Sun and Candlelight 
Macmillan. Feb. 21, 1955. 280p. $3.50. 


This novel deals competently with life the North- 
west, and gives vivid enough picture the hardship 
and courage those who, the end the last cen- 
tury, were striving build civilization there. 
However, this pioneer aspect the story merely 
background. The heart the book lies the char- 
acter studies two brothers and their wives, and one 
outsider, the half-breed Indian life 
crosses theirs. These characters are very well imagined, 
especially that the elder brother, Amory Cummings, 
upright man and passionately devoted his wife 
and his younger brother; but hard and self-righteous, 
also, arranging people’s lives and imposing his opinion 
those around him. the violence his preju- 
dice against the Indian girl, Betsy, that forbids mar- 
between her and his weak younger brother, Asa, 
and starts illicit relationship between Betsy and Asa 
that continues for years; and again his forceful 
yet devoted managing that brings about marriage be- 
tween Asa and the spinless young cousin, Celeste, 
with seemingly disastrous consequences. The most 
interesting character that Amory’s wife, Dothie, 
who idolizes her husband and subscribes the full 
all his ideas and prejudices; yet she not weak 
one might think, but strong one, blinded 
her adoration for Amory. 


This book about people who make mistakes and 
who “have live with their but Dothie 
who comes last see that the fundamental mis- 
take from which every thing else came was the in- 
human attitude toward the Indian girl, and Dothie 
who begins painfully try repair the wrong 
done. picture people who are headstrong and 
people who are weak, who act sometimes brutally 
and sometimes with wonderful nobility, the book 
interesting and even moving times. But these people 
live natural virtues alone. There hint 
teligion from start finish. This, combined with the 
crudity some the incidents, makes 
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only suitable for discriminating adults, but they will 
find well worth reading. 


Angela Cave, 
Manhattanville College 
the Sacred Heart, 

Purchase, New York 


Pocket Print 


The Dell First Edition releases which have come 
hand are something mixed The Body 
Snatchers, Jack Finney, (#42; $0.25), for science 
fiction addicts and uses the invader-from-space gim- 
mick; this alien enemy having the power possess 
human bodies and minds finally driven off man’s 
will survive. Although amoral and naturalistic, 
much this stuff is, this well done enough for the 
calloused adult. (IIb). New Ways Greater Word 
Power (#43; $0.25) sort ‘remedial English work- 
book’ edited Roger Goodman and David Lewin, 
which should help many self-improvement the 
many who need use it. (I). Lillian Smith’s plea for 
sensibility and courage breaking down color bars and 
treating other races with equal charity well pre- 
sented Now the Time, (#44; $0.25). Thoughtful 
and convincing, this book merits attention. 
much can said favor Donald Hamilton’s Line 
Fire, (#46; $0.25), which tries hard Heming- 
way and succeeds only being ho-hum. (IV). 
Charles The Only Game Town (#47; 
$0.25), had the distinction being serialized one 
the slick magazines, and tells how Stat Hunter returned 
major league baseball manager, learned develop 
players and fight gambling interests, and re-win his 
wife. Fairly good but not much stuff the 
Hall Thompson’s Gun for Billy Reo (#49; $0.25) 
not bad all, although great work art. Billy 
Reo, known “The Boy” has learn able 
face down enemy without his gun. book 
cartoons commenting various aspect Marital 
Blitz, (#50; $0.25), from courtship child raising, 
the work Stanley and Janice Berenstain, who did 
some very amusing things for Collier’s not too long ago. 
Funny enough give pleasure young and old “mar- 
rieds.” (IIa). 


Among the Dell reprints, Agatha Christie’s There 
Tide, (#830; $0.25) Miss Christie’s usual high 
standard contrivance. (I). The Stirrup Boss 
Peter Dawson reprint reprint #490 which was 
reprint Dodd-Mead edition 1949. This one 
numbered #832 ($0.25) and good-enough Western. 
Recipe for Homicide (#833; $0.25) Lawrence 
Blochman tries different putting the murder 
soup cannery; communists are plotting poison 
army rations, but are foiled brash public relations 
man and medical criminologist. (IIb). 
Wilson’s The Stranger (#834; $0.25), soupy pot- 
boiler, full bits and scrapings Freudish sex draped 
turbid triangle; originally published 1942, Wil- 
son probably now ashamed this adolescent effort. 
(IV). Campbell Gault represented 
reprint 1945 Dutton book, Blood the Boards, 
(#836; $0.25), which retired Los Angeles detective 
finds murder amid amateur theatricals. Acceptable 


208 


not particularly clever. (IIb). Detour Death, 
Helen Nielsen, (#837; $0.25), finds Danny Ross trap- 
ped circumstantial evidence murder charge; but 
interplay forces small community eventually 
identifies the killer. Good suspense and 
situation handled without undue complexities make 
this better-than-average story. (Ila). 


The two entries have from Ballantine are Richard 
Carge’s Brave Harvest, (#95; $0.35), historical novel 
about the King Philip War, featuring “in the cast” 
Cotton and Increase Mather, Generals Whalley and 
Goffe (supposed murderers Charles I), well 
King Philip and other good Indians and colonials. Set- 
ting is, course, Connecticut and Massachusetts around 
1660. Good enough and different enough worth 
reading. (1); also, another science-fiction tale Arthur 
Clarke, Earthlight, (#97; $0.35), 
Clarke’s previous tales; addicts seem not mind. (IIa). 
Permabook has two entries: reprint Nordhoff’s and 
Hall’s popular tale about the first settlers Australia, 
Botany Bay, which B.S. rated for general reading (I) 
back July, 1941. That Permabook #M-4001, $0.35. 
The other Shirley Jackson’s hilarious account her 
Life Among the Savages which are her four children, 
(#M-3004; $0.25), reprinted delight other parents 
and adult readers. 


the Pocketbook releases hand are The Beautiful 
Frame, William Pearson, (#1039; $0.25), which 
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not only rough-written and sexy, but offends 
pose well. Hardly worth two-bits, much less time, 
(IIb). different order the late 
James Hilton’s Time and Time Again, (#1046; $0.25), 
rated first publication September, 1953, good 
adult stuff. (IIa). The fifth volume Discovery, 
collection compositions yet unknown writers, 
makes up-and-down reading; short-stories, impressions, 
sketches, and poems may offer the authors needed 
pat-on-the-back being printed and may affect readers 
fair-to-middling pretty-good pretty-poor stuff, 
This one the “Cardinal editions” (#159; $0.35: 
Funk’s Six Weeks Words Power 
(C-166; $0.35) cheap reprint February, 1953, pub- 
lication; good for review and check-up your 
lary; could well used schools. Silver Street 
Woman Les Savage, (C-172; $0.35) usual 
melodramatic whoop-ti-do suggested some hundreds 
grade-B westerns and harlot-with-heart-of-gold tales, 
set along Ohio-Mississippi basin first half 
teenth century. Bawdy and banal. (IIb). 


The Whitman Reader, edited and annotated Max 
well Geismar, contains almost 500 pages selections 
from the poetry, prose and letters the “good gray 
poet,” the bushy-chinned bard Brooklyn. 
least representative Walt Whitman’s thought and 
manners; and worth the fifty cents priced at. 
(Cardinal Giant, #25). (IIa). 
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